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1 & 2 Samuel 

Pathways of Discipleship Bible Survey 

Title and Meaning 

 Though anonymous, both books take their name from the first major character in the narrative—Samuel 

 1 & 2 Samuel were originally one book; divided in the LXX into two parts (named 1 & 2 Kingdoms) 

 Books of Samuel are full of drama and display great storytelling skills 

Author & Date 

 Books are anonymous; Jewish tradition credits Samuel as the author, along with others 

 Samuel died before the end of the first book (1 Sam. 25), so it‟s obvious he didn‟t write all of both 

 Written (or completed in final form) after the division of the kingdom in 931 BC; most likely after the 

division but before the exile; during the time of the divided kingdom—931-722 BC 

Background and Setting 

 Majority of the action took place in and around the central highlands in the land of Israel 

 The nation of Israel was largely concentrated in an area that ran about 90 miles from the hill country of 

Ephraim in the north to the hill country of Judah in the south and between 15 to 35 miles east to west 

 Events take place from the birth of Samuel (ca. 1105 BC) to the last words of David (ca. 971 BC) 

 Spans about 135 years of history 

 During those years, Israel was transformed from a loosely knit group of tribes under „judges‟ to a united 

nation under the reign of a centralized monarchy 

 As 1 Samuel begins, Israel is at a low point spiritually; priesthood was corrupt, ark of the covenant was not 

at the tabernacle, idolatry was practiced, and the judges were dishonest 

 The two nations most hostile to the Israelites were the Philistines to the west and the Ammonites to the east 

 Major contingent of the Philistines had migrated from the Aegean Islands and Asia Minor in the 12th cent. 

BC.  After being denied access to Egypt, they settled among other preexisting Philistines along the 

Mediterranean coast of Palestine.  The Philistines controlled the use of iron, which gave them a decided 

military and economic advantage over Israel.   

 The Ammonites were the descendants of Lot who lived in the Transjordan Plateau.   

 David conquered the Philistines and Ammonites, along with other nations that surrounded Israel 

Purpose 

 This is essentially religious history: the story of God and the nation—particularly God and the nation‟s 

leaders.  Faithfulness to God is seen as the key to success: to disobey spells disaster 

 Samuel is ordinarily described as part of the Deuteronomistic History, that series of books from Joshua 

through Kings that applies the laws and worldview of Deuteronomy to the history of the nation 

 Three important theological concerns of Deuteronomy play a particular role in the book 
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 Deuteronomy envisaged a day when Israel would have a king and set forth the principles under 

which a king should rule.  Both Deuteronomy and Samuel warned about kings who amassed too 

much wealth and power and had proclaimed the responsibility of kings to obey the written 

commands of God.  What would kingship in Israel be like?  The book of Judges had ended in 

anarchy—would things be better under a monarchy? 

 Deuteronomy also spoke of a day when Israel would have rest from the enemies that surrounded 

her; then God would choose one place to which his people would bring their offerings in worship.  

The book of Samuel records the transition from the itinerating tabernacle to the first inklings that a 

temple would be built.   

 Deuteronomy also presented a God who responded to his people: with blessing when they obeyed, 

but in judgment when they did not.  Although he was a God sovereign in all his ways, yet Israel 

would have many choices to make as individuals and as a nation.  God rules over the affairs of 

history; he elects and foreordains the course of persons and nations.  But he is also a God who gives 

to human beings meaningful moral choices with far-reaching consequences for themselves and 

others.   

Structure of Books 

 Literary framework of the books 

 Song of Hannah (1 Sam. 2) 

 Picture of humility 

 Song of David (2 Sam. 23) 

 Picture of obedience 

 Three major cycles of the books 

 1 Samuel 1-7 

 God chooses Samuel over the house of Eli to provide leadership and spiritual direction for Israel 

 1 Samuel 8-31 

 God chooses the house of David over that of Saul to rule the nation 

 2 Samuel 1-24 

 God honors David‟s obedience with the promise of a dynasty and punishes David‟s disobedience 

with family conflict 

 Literary structure of the story of David‟s kingship in 2 Samuel 

 David‟s rise (1-10) 

 David‟s sin with Bathsheba (11) 

 Consequences/outcome of sin (12-ff) 

Major Themes 

 Leadership 

 Whom does God choose as king/leader of His people? 

 Leadership of Samuel 

 Samuel's replacement of the house of Eli 
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 1 Samuel 2:12-17: wickedness of Eli‟s sons (stealing sacrifices) 

 1 Samuel 2:22-25: wickedness of Eli‟s sons (immoral behavior) 

 1 Samuel 2:21, 26: “Meanwhile” and “By contrast” 

 Samuel has character that the sons of Eli don‟t have 

 Faithful in ministry 

 Eager to serve 

 Not eager to supplant his master as leader 

 Also contrast between Hannah and Eli 

 Hannah 

 A layperson 

 A woman 

 Dedicates child to God 

 Woman of devotion and prayer 

 Eli 

 A priest 

 A man 

 Parental neglect 

 Mistakes Hannah‟s devotion for drunkenness 

 Samuel as a prophet 

 First official prophet 

 Foundation for this office was Moses 

 Prophets and kings in Israel 

 God is king 

 King: Civil activity 

 Prophet: Spiritual authority 

 “thus saith the Lord” 

 They either anoint or confront the king 

 Holds king in check, reminding him that his authority is not absolute 

 Application/Important learning from Samuel 

 1 Sam. 12:1-5 

 He led with integrity 

 When your time is done wherever you are in whatever role you have, may the same be said of 

you that was said of Samuel: He wronged and mistreated no one, took no bribes, there was 

nothing in his hand.  Will you faithfully do what you have been entrusted to do? 

 The Leadership of Saul 

 The assessment of Saul's character 

 1 Samuel 9; Some view him in light of Greek tragedy; he has one fatal flaw: pride and paranoia 

 Some argue that he is a dismal failure from the beginning; totally in over his head; not the leader 

that Israel needs, but the kind they wanted 
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 Saul was an impressive man without equal, a head taller; they wanted a king like the other nations, 

impressive, etc. 

 How does it fit with God choosing him?  One of those times where God gives what they want to 

prove a point.  Here‟s a guy so impressive on the outward things, but he‟s not what you need 

 Almost like his kingship is a judgment on the people because their request was the wrong one 

 Narrative parallelism and the character of Saul (Saul perpetuates the failed 

  leadership of the judges) 

 Saul, in many ways, was like the loser judges and narrator draws attention to it 

 Saul and the Judges 

 Fear of going into battle (1 Sam 17:10-11)—Barak and Gideon 

 Contrast is David, who doesn‟t hesitate 

 Irony is that Saul‟s tribe, Benjamin, known for left-handed warriors who were good 

with the sling 

 Saul was supposed to be a warrior 

 Saul‟s foolish vow (1 Sam 14:24-ff)—Jephthah‟s vow in Judges 11 

 Saul and the story of the Levite and his concubine (cf. Judges 20-21) 

 Saul is a Benjamite (1 Sam 9:1) 

 His hometown: Gibeah (where rape and murder happened) 

 Saul anointed at Mizpah (Judg 20:1) 

 Saul musters for war by cutting a yoke of oxen and sending body parts to the tribes (1 

Sam 11:7) 

 Saul‟s first battle: deliver Jabesh Gilead (the city that refused to fight against Benjamites) 

 What purpose are the parallels? 

 God is saying you wanted a human ruler, and you think Saul is what you want and need, 

I‟ll give you a guy that comes from the sewer of Israel, the most infamous town, where the 

rape and murder took place 

 The rejection of Saul as Israel's king 

 1 Samuel 13—Offers sacrifice when told to wait; he was unwilling to acknowledge his sin like 

David was 

 1 Samuel 15—Spared Agag and livestock 

 Trusts more in his military judgment and skill as ruler than in the direct commands of God 

 After this 

 Saul 

 Spirit of God departs 

 Evil spirit torments 

 Jealousy/paranoia 

 Lack of victories 

 Futile pursuit of David 

 Dies in battle 

 David 
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 Victory over enemies 

 Protection from Saul 

 Love of Saul‟s family 

 Favor with people 

 Guidance from God 

 Spirit upon David 

 Important lessons from Saul 

 Be careful what you ask God for 

 Outward credentials do not impress God 

 Without obedience, holiness, and loyalty to God, outward credentials are useless 

 David‟s replacement of Saul in 1 Samuel 

 6 contrasts between the two 

 David has the Holy Spirit/the Spirit has abandoned Saul 

 The Lord is with David/not with Saul 

 The Lord directs David/the Lord is silent with Saul 

 David is “loved” over Saul 

 David refuses to retaliate against his enemies/Saul seeks to destroy David 

 David is successful in battle/Saul never wins another battle when he begins his pursuit of David 

 Circumstances/Features of God choosing David 

 1 Sam. 13—God seeking a man after His own heart 

 1 Sam 16—God tells Samuel to look not at the outward appearance or height; the Lord looks 

at the heart 

 1 Sam 17—David kills Goliath 

 Despite the successes, remember that David is still flawed, so he isn‟t chosen because he is 

perfect; but, he does have a heart for God that Saul does not have; even when David fails, he 

goes back to God 

 The rise and fall of David in 2 Samuel  

 David‟s rise (1-10) 

 David over Saul‟s house 

 Establishes Jerusalem 

 Davidic Covenant 

 Military success 

 David and Bathsheba (2 Sam 11) 

 Right in the middle of the story 

 Consequences of sin with Bathsheba 

 Sexual immorality 

 Tamar raped 

 Competition for David‟s concubines 

 Murder 
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 Baby son dies 

 Amnon dies 

 Absalom dies 

 Story of Samuel shows that God chooses people of humility and obedience (even when David messed 

up, he knew where to go and asked forgiveness) 

 Was it God’s will for Israel to have a king? 

 Two lines of thought 

 God was not opposed to them having a king, only their desiring a king “like all the other nations.” 

(1 Sam. 8:5) 

 They are looking for a king for the wrong reasons 

 Yet, God intended for them to have a king to lead and administer the kingdom of Israel in 

accordance with the Mosaic Law 

 Gen. 49:9-10 

 Numbers 24:17-20 

 Deuteronomy 17:14-20 

 God was opposed to them having a king 

 In spite of Samuel‟s dire warnings about the drawbacks of monarchy, the people offered what 

they thought were compelling reasons why they needed a king (1 Sam. 8) 

 To be like other nations 

 To have a national judge 

 To have a war champion 

 Each of these contradicted God‟s specific purposes 

 Israel was to be a holy nation, not like any other 

 God was their ultimate judge 

 God had fought their battles for them, whereas a king would send them to battle.   

 Israel‟s problem was not about having a king but rather, it was about replacing God with a 

human ruler.  They exchanged an awesome and powerful Ruler they could not see for one they 

could see who was utterly capable of failure. 

 What/whom do we desire/allow to rule over us besides the Lord? 

 It‟s never as good as we first imagine 

 When we allow other gods to rule in our lives, they dominate us and put us in captivity  

 God may just give you what you ask for 

 The desire to live like everyone else is a dangerous thing. 

 The Davidic Covenant 

 Key text: 2 Samuel 7 

 4th covenant in OT; each one narrows into the next (Davidic has special relationship to Abrahamic 

[promise of seed, land, rulers; Israel became great nation with more land under Davidic monarchy] and 

Mosaic Covenants [law; Davidic king expected to live by and enforce the law]) 

 The unconditional nature of the Davidic covenant (a royal grant) 

 David‟s family will rule forever; I will not do to David‟s family what I did to Saul  
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 He will make a house for David 

 A seed for David 

 A kingdom for David 

 The rule of the Davidic king on earth is a reflection of God‟s universal rule from heaven; ultimately 

the Davidic king will rule over the nations because that‟s what God does; Jesus will ultimately fulfill 

it 

 Every Messianic promise from this point on goes back to 2 Sam 7 

 The conditional elements of the Davidic covenant 

 God will bless/judge individual kings based on obedience to law of Moses 

 

Resources 

John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Handbook 
Zondervan Handbook to the Bible 
Lasor, Hubbard, and Bush: Old Testament Survey 
Longman and Dillard: An Introduction to the Old Testament 
Lecture Notes from Liberty Theological Seminary, Dr. Gary Yates 
Holman Illustrated Study Bible 
 


